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Grade 9
Wi 8 English Home Language oo

PUNCTUATION — APOSTROPHE AND COMMA
Please copy the functions of each punctuation mark

T——
The apostrophe has three main purposes: to replace missing

letters, to form contractions, or to show possession.

Use the apostrophe to take the place of a letter or letters omitted from
contractions.

has not hasn't
it is it's
cannot can't

Use the apostrophe to take the place of a letter or number that has been
omitted.

He yelled, “I'm takin’ the ball and goin” home.”

Do you remember the summer of "99 when we went tubing down the Fraser
River?

Use the apostrophe to show possession or ownership.
Singular nouns usually take an apostrophe and s.

my grandmother’s house
The student’s book

Use the apostrophe to show possession or ownership.
Singular nouns usually take an apostrophe and s.

my grandmother’s house
The student’s book

If a singular noun ends with an s or z sound, you may just
add an apostrophe or an apostrophe and s. Choose the
one that sounds better to your ear.

Thomas' book or Thomas's book
In both cases the book belongs to Thomas.
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Plural nouns take only an apostrophe if the word ends in 5.

my grandparents’ house

(The house belongs to both my grandparents.)

If a plural noun does not end in s, add an apostrophe and s.

the team’s bus (The bus belongs to the team.)

Shared possessives (possession is shared by more than one noun) take an apostrophe
and s on the last noun only, unless the nouns do not share equally.

Ted and Fred's restaurant
(The restaurant belongs to Ted and Fred.)

Compound noun possessives take an apostrophe on the last word in the
compound noun.

my brother-in-law’s boat

the high school’s gym

Misuses of Apestrephes

Do not use the apostrophe to form plurals.
When yvou mean more than one, simply add an s.

rr
The cats lived in the old barn.
{Mo apostrophe is needed because there is no ownership.)

There are thirty-eight thousand teachers in B.C.
(Mo apostrophe is needed because there is no ownership.)

Watch out for the most common errors of all.

Do not use it's (it is) when you mean its (possessive pronoun)

Do not use who's (who is) when you mean whose (possessive pronoun)
Do not use you're (you are) when you mean your (possessive pronoun)
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It’s (it is) a great day to be studying.
The dog wagged its tail when the boy came home.

Who's (who is) going to the party?
Whose party is it?

You're a great singer.
Your grammar is improving.

ACTIVITY 1

Correct each sentence by adding or deleting apostrophes. In some cases you may have to
delete the wrong form of a word and replace it with a new word that contains an apostrophe.

1. Student’s at our high school organized a garage sale to ralse money for
a local charity.

2. The idea for a fundraiser was originally Jennifers.
3. However, it didnt take long for others to jump on board.
4. Prem, Jane, and Ellen were in charge of gathering all the item’s to sell.

5. Their all busy studying for their provincial exams, but somehow they found
the time to help out.

PUNCTUATION — COMMA

A comma is a piece of punctuation that has a variety of uses, but its
purpose is mainly to keep words and ideas clear.

Use a comma to separate items in dates and places.

July 1, 1908 Prince George, British Columbia

Use a comma in the openings of friendly letters and in the closings of all letters.

Dear Grandmother, Yours truly,

Use a comma to separate initials from surnames, and to separate titles from
surnarmes.

Mitchell, W.O. James Brown, B.Sc.

Use a comma between words or groups of words in a series.

My lunch contained sandwiches, an apple, cake, and one raw carrot.
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Use a comma to separate adjectives before a noun.

Trilby bought a shiny, new, red, sports car.
They looked out on the choppy, grey sea.

If the word “and” can be inserted between ideas,
insert a comma.

Use a comma before a coordinate conjunction in a compound sentence.

Commas are used to separate independent clauses (clauses that can stand by
themselves) in a compound sentence.

Independent Clause Conjunction Independent Clause
The day felt chilly, but we went to the pool.
The dog licked my hand, and I knew | had to take her home.

Use a comma to set off introductory words and phrases.

Commas are used to set off introductory words or phrases that cannot stand alone as
a sentence.

Introductory Phrase Independent Clause
If | win the lottery, | will move to Fiji.
While waiting for the bus, | fell asleep.

Use a comma to set off words that interrupt the main idea of a sentence.

My boss, for example, donated thousands of dollars to charity last vear.
It may not be my place, however, to say this.

Interrupters
by the way however still incidentally
for example furthermore in fact of course

Use a comma to set off the name of the person addressed (spoken to).

| have finished my lesson, Miss Kim.
Close the door, Marion, when you leave the room.

Use a comma in quotations.

“| told you,” said the coach, “to get to bed early the night before a game.”

Downloaded from eduresourcza.com



Downloaded from eduresourcza.com

p s

Correct the following sentences by either inserting or deleting commas where appropriate.

1. Skateboarding, which my brother is crazy about is a different experience for
different people.

2. For some skaters skateboarding is a sport, where skaters perform tricks or ride
the ramps.

3. For others however the skateboard is used as a mode of transportation.

4. This is a dangerous way to get around town but, many people do it.

5. Some people, take skateboarding very seriously.
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