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QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY

5.1

5.2

5.3

5.4

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

This drug is a mixture/concoction made from a lethal/deathly combination of
substances that could include rat poison. (1 and 1)

Nyaope is not an English word.
It is difficult to imagine anyone's using...
habitually

In the context of the passage, the word 'vying' has a positive connotation. It
implies healthy competition among the youth to achieve academic success.

to indicate the irony of the phrase OR quoting of a common expression
meaning 'a respectable family' (or words to that effect)

Schools cannot be places of learning if they also function as centres of drug
distribution.

OR

A school cannot be a place of learning if it also functions as a centre of drug
distribution.

Leamers must be kept busy with extramural activities, high performance
should be encouraged and achievement should be recognised.

OR

Leamers must be kept busy with extramural activities; high performance
should be encouraged; achievement should be recognised.

hopefully — it is hoped/it is to be hoped
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NSC — Memorandum

QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY

51

5.2

53

54

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8.1

582

5.9

'a group of people was ironically dancing to the Worst Music of the 'Nineties'/
groups of people were.../... where people were

spinning tracks — playing tracks/records/songs/music

[Assess only the change from ‘spinning’ to ‘playing’]

'‘Barbie Girl'

[Mark the following correct, even though they are, technically, not punctuation
marks:

Underlining/Bold Print]

Error — era

I'd like to throw a rock at all of them/at them.
I'd like to throw rocks at them.

| can understand longing sentimentally for past times.

OR

| can understand longing sentimentally for times gone by.

intellectually

The children did nothing other than play outside./Action is qualified/modified.

Those who played outside were children and nobody else./Children without
siblings./The noun is qualified/modified.

D — paradox
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English Home Language/P1 9 DBE/Feb—Mar. 2015

NSC — Memorandum

QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY

5.1

5.2

53

54

6.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

5.9

We understand that the footage is staged and edited, yet we're all affected
by the influence of TV.

[The answer must be a grammatically correct sentence.]
521 Good-looking, slender women tend to be favoured by reality TV.

522 The emphasis would shift from reality TV (in the active) to the
appearance of the women featured (in the passive).

[Reference to the appearance of the women is necessary for the
mark.]

whom
Comparable/comparative

us — our/omitting 'us’

subconsciously/unconsciously

Is not acceptable/plausible/believable

others'

[If the candidate writes out the sentence, focus only on others'.]
Although Reality TV is not good for us, we love it since it tastes great.

[Accept grammatically correct alternatives.]
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English Home Language/P1 9 DBE/2015
S5CE — Memorandum

QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY

51 you — your

Omission of ‘you’ (1)
5.2 Were ripples of movement/was a ripple of movement (1)
53 Master/Mistress of Ceremonies/Programme Director/Host (1)

[Accept suitable synonyms.]

54 Around the hall, there were mahogany boards ... and sporting pursuits.

OR

Around the hall, mahogany boards celebrated gilt-leafed ... and sporting

pursuits.

[Award full marks if only the corrections are indicated.]

[lgnore any other errors.] (1)
55 It creates a compound adjective/word. (1)
586 It is a foreign/non-English/Latin expressionititle. (1)
57 Scientifically (1)
58 Whose (1)
591 should be taught (1)
59.2  Teachers/Educators/They/Schools/We should teach the performing arts and

not only algebra and grammar as a subject. (1)

[10]
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English Home Language/P1 10 DBE/November 2015
NEC — Memorandum

QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY

5.1 important/significant/essential/problem

[Accept alternative suitable synonyms/synonymous phrases.] 1
5.2 D - dashes. (1)
53 Have mansions and expensive cars ever guaranteed contentment? (1)
5.4 Acquisition(s)/acquirement/acquirer/acquirability/acquisitiveness (1)
55.1  Possessions, as the song goes, have a way of weighing one down. (1)
5.5.2  If/When you think about it, the times when you had little were often when

you were happiest. _

Think about it: the times when you had little were often when you were

happiest.

[Accept all suitable pronouns.] (1)

56 The adjective "pretty’ would modify 'clever’ as an adverb of degree.
(It changes the meaning of ‘pretty’.)

[Accept appropriate explanation.] (1)
57 when we were young (1
5.8 "We've got' should be "We have' or 'We've'. (1)
5.9 The word 'this' should be 'these’ or 'those’. {jl 3']
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NSC — Memorandum

QUESTION 5: USING LANGUAGE CORRECTLY

51 Afro-pessimism
52 The latest changes in lifestyles, politics and technology are tracked (by her).
5.3 The dash indicates that a development/an explanation follows.

[Accept valid alternative responses.]

54 trend

55 ornamentally

56 perspective

57 'have recognised’

5.8 Candidates must omit either new or innovative.

5.9 This trend, which appeals to all countries, has .../
have — has

5.10 B - a complex sentence
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