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QUESTION 4: UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MEDIA

4.1

4.2

4.3

44

It is one continuous thought from Frame 1 to Frame 3./The girl's voice tails off
at these points.

Action: In frame 2, the speaker is contemplative and passive. In Frame 4, the
scene is in stark contrast to Frame 2. The girl shouts, as indicated by her wide
open mouth, and it results in the boy's tumbling on the bed. The action lines
clearly demonstrate the difference between Frames 2 and 4.

Font: The font in Frame 4 is bold as opposed to the smaller font in Frame 2.
This highlights how the girl shouts out her statement.

Text: The diction in Frame 2 denotes her sincere (or apparently sincere)
'caring' concemn at waking her brother, whereas, in Frame 4, she is bullying
and this is shown by the domineering tone.

Mark globally.

His fury is indicated by his clenched fists; he gnashes his teeth; he is
sweating, as shown by the droplets. The action lines around his arms and
legs reinforce the sense of his anger.

The speaker expresses the stereotyped view that big companies use
dishonest means to be successful.

Candidates may agree/disagree with the above view. Award marks for a
cogent substantiation.
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QUESTION 4: UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MEDIA

41

4.2

43

44

In frames 1/4/7, Dilbert's hands are folded in front of him. However, in frame 2
he has unfolded his arms/in frame 6 his arms are outstretched/in frame 8, his
arms are at his side/he is seated.

[Credit interpretations of Dilbert's body language.]
[Candidates do not have to identify the frames in their responses.]

Dilbert uses ‘genius’ to manipulate his hoss, whereas the boss
arrogantly/pompously applies the term to himself.

[Credit responses that state that Dilbert thinks that his idea is smart, whereas
the boss thinks that he is smart.]

[Credit reference to the tense and how it relates to the intentions of the
characters.]

Yes.

The boss's pompous/arrogant stupidity is funny, especially since he has all
the formal authority./Dilbert cleverly manipulates the boss into believing that
his (Dilbert's) ideas were originally thought of by the boss./The word 'bossify’
adds to the humour as it is a silly coinage that mocks the boss./He uses
adjectives 'wise', 'great’ and 'genius’ to describe his ideas and ascribe them to
the boss — to achieve his goal.

OR

No.
(Although an unlikely response, assess on merit.)

[Credit cogent alternative responses.]
[The %5 mark may be awarded.]
[Award 3 marks for a comprehensive discussion.]

The cartoonist satirises the tourists who exploit underdeveloped countries.
The bolded words 'love', 'basic’, 'unspoilt', 'cheap' and 'poor' are indicative of
their smugness and ignorance of the plight of the poor. The fact that they
want the country to remain poor is selfish as it benefits only the rich.The
beach seems out of the reach of the local community, since these two tourists
are the only visitors.

[Consider the following points, cogently discussed:

When tourists flock to a place and it becomes popular, locals exploit
tourists./The tone of the second speaker is cynical/lhe mocks the first
speaker’s view./The characters mock the rich who find poverty attractive.]

[Accept other cogent alternative responses.]
[The Y2 mark may be awarded.]
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QUESTION 4: UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MEDIA

4.1

4.2

4.3

4.4

Jughead is uninterested in studying. This is indicated by his half-closed eyes
and his out-stretched arm. He values satellite TV more than studying.

Archie's attempt to study is foiled by the intrusive nature of the noise
emanating from the TV. This is illustrated by the jagged speech bubbles.
The diction and sound effects (onomatopoeia) denote that the TV programme
is action-packed and riveting. The more Archie's interest in the programme
grows, the more the reader sees of his face. The reduced size of frames 7
and 8 indicates how swiftly Archie loses interest in his book. Studying is no
longer a priority.

[Credit responses referring to the change in font.]

[Award 3 marks for any three valid points.]

The cartoonist shows the self-centred nature of commuters. Every driver
believes that it is someone else's responsibility to use the bus. It is ironic that
each driver thinks that he/she is a victim yet he/she contributes to the
problem.

The layout highlights the underlying message of the cartoon. The cartoonist
stresses the value of and need for effective public transport. This is indicated
by the traffic jam and the repetitive speech bubbles. The reality is that the
traffic problem could be solved if more people used public transport.
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QUESTION 4: UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MEDIA

41

42

4.3

44

The bold print shows that the girl is shouting loudly, whereas Charlie Brown
(the boy) speaks in a normal tone, as shown by the plain font.

She is in a state of dishelief and at a loss for words./She is puzzled by his
words and action(s).

The boy affirms the truth of her statement in frame 2 by moving away from
her. Her back is to the reader and we cannot see her face. This indicates that
she has been silenced. The distance between the characters is emphasised
by their relative sizes.

[Link to visual elements must be explicit]

[Credit responses that include valid reference to the boy's facial expression.]

The word play on ‘'WASSUP’ creates humour.

Movement lines and sweat droplets indicate Mama's agitation in reaction to
the boy's words.

Anti-climax occurs in the last frame when the intended meaning is explained.
[Credit answers that include valid reference to facial expressions and body
language.]
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QUESTION 4: ANALYSING A CARTOON

4.1 Hagar points his finger/raises his hand/closes his eyes. v (1)

42 4.2.1 The words 'KNOCK KNOCK' are in large/bold font, v’
There are lines (coming from the direction of the door) to indicate
the loud sound. v (2)

422 She is excited to leave the kids and go off on a vacation. (1)

4.3 Helga feels apprehensive/unhappy/speechless/dumbstruck.v’ Her husband is
the cause of the problem./ She knows that she will have to take care of the
children/orphans and she is not looking forward to it.v (2)

4.4 They appear to be happyv'while the stereotype is that children from an
orphanage are sad/unhappy.v’

OR

Children from an orphanage are expected to be well-disciplined/well-
behavedv” while these are ill-disciplined. v (2)

4.5 Open-ended. Accept a suitable response which shows that the candidate has
understood the cause for Higar's eventual situation and is able to show
his/her feelings regarding this.

NOTE: Do not award a mark for Yes/No only. A candidate can score 1 mark

for an answer that is not well-substantiated. (2)
[10]
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QUESTION 4: UNDERSTANDING OTHER ASPECTS OF THE MEDIA

41

42

4.3

4.4

Initially, the boy anticipates the entertainment offered by a parental quarrel but
he is disappointed when he is sent away.

The cartoonist uses irony to highlight the double standards practised by
parents. The parents listen to the children's arguments, while they (the
parents) expect privacy when they discuss sensitive issues.

[Award 3 marks only if candidate refers to irony.]

The lines around his eyes and straight mouth reveal an attitude of
defeat/resignation. His interjection shows his frustration.

In frame 4, the bold font portrays the girl's intimidating nature.

In frame 4, the cartoonist uses a larger font to show the girl's bombastic
attitude.

Her body language (outstretched hands, wide open mouth, indignant
expression) shows that she is a domineering character.

[Award 3 marks for any two points fully discussed.]
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