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An African  Elegy

Theme
HG?Q JPa{nJ Su-FFQr'{ngJ ftN‘Ef”ny : wiracle

Tone
Thougmmu not mournful, refRctive, Optimistic

Mood
Howe ful

The Htle

Elg@}; 15 usually weitten (0 Rsponse 4o death The poem talks serious mattrs
and  griet Howeser this i<an ‘Afrien’ elegy: Tt Hrefore glo <pRafs
aboud Heie C{\hh’ry 10 GﬂjOy life df”-‘:?ljr‘?_ Of fhe POUG.

Stanza |
| We ap +n€ mwac 0 theii God made
2y To fosk Rl fruit o of Time
3 W o precious,
. And ome clay our Suf#znng
g Wil furn into the wonders of the  Eairth

"We“oan ;mpy A{rmn cuttur cmo{ vakes the fader Uecgme gart of the mifack
(eated l:y God." Bitter Eruit” i< an Oxymgron. This imglies Yhay life Qxfﬁr;fzﬂces
May not aluays e pleasant. The fruit has connotations of Sweetness. " Time"

s Gapitalised s it is gersonified. This suggests ¥ime has the power to ewuse
s to difRrnt experien®@s Lines “+5 imalies that Suffering has the ability o
Change info omething good. Tt is only thiough thic suffering that we will
agpreciade HR mifacls of natare.
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Stanza 1

§ There are Shings 4hat buen me now

7 Which tum goiden when T am happy

9 o you s the mysRYy of our pain?

9 That we bear powrty

0 Hnol art gble fo Sing and dream  siyoet +hi(y.

"Burn” indlicates vain and Somow, “Nw" (ndicates there is Sorfow presendly
"Golden"" <hows something valueable will emerge from Suffering, It wil
allow us o grow info somehing better. "Mystery” an indication that are experiences
are  Unexplainabie. It is also @ Thetonal question ams~Seatwhi i reminls s
' is not necessary fo question winah dnol Search for m%nmg,“ﬁ’ear“ Shows
Yho burden we Gty teaause of poverty ang e Cndufgnce  Showsd Cf(@g«ph‘ﬂ
Lifes ol fFicutties

Shnza 3
Il Andl #hot we pever carse the ait whea i+ is Walm
i Or the fruit wirn ¥ tasis so gcod
3 Or the ights that bounce gently on the wolters”
i We bless things even in our pain
15 We bless them in Silence

In this Sanza <ach negative jdea is countefed Ery a positive reaction,

"curse the @it i (ke cursing Gogl We project Our cinger gnto God in like
diftficult Frmes. "Frait " 15 @ metaphar gnd Lite is compared to a frut.

We don curse Life when 11 is Good. Line 3 s long 0s Uife s flowng ina vay
that Shows hcwimgs”,we are hopful. Africans count our  blessings.
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Slanza 4

I That 1S why Cur music 1S so Sweet

\7 Tt makes the ar remember

1g There ave secret mifacles ot work

19 Thot only Time will bring forth

20 T 100 have hwd He ded singiﬂg

21
22

”Ow Mmusic i So sweet" Suggest Cthef elements bring joy and thot  other
mifacles are hquanmg to add 4o swerness " A remember " yeréonifiation  Links
back to "we neer Curse He air"[Stanza 31 since the Gir will represent 4he
Supernatural-” Miracles " associated with e Soiritual world. " Time" Metaghor
SUggests time as o mythical figure and has He power 10 heal all suffnng
and 4o Tufn Things golden. Line 20 pRrsonification . Sealer Continues fHe next
Ctanza With e advie flom the Gneesiors

Stanza &
And they Tell we dhart
This Ufe i goog

23 They tell me o lve it gently
2 with fie angl ailways ho?Q
25 The iS pgy wonder here

“They" are the deag’ mentioned before, Ty African cutture Much fespect

5 given o the ancestors. “Life i good" this is wonic s before Metiong 4
the Sufher ng and poverty exprienced. “fire” repregerts passion. "Hope" The dlecire
{or Changfz will bfig ho-,ae.“wor\der” Mludes 10 HR Mitacles
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Sanzg 6
26 And thae s sufgrige
27 In everything he unseen noves
23 The ocean is full Of Song
9 The SKy is not an enemy
30 Desting is our frieng,

"Sufpn’ se' s The mircileg cind wonger 0f Life “ungeen moves” : The hidekn iracles
that happen “ocan's The vasiness of R worldl. " Songs" Could be [ife
exgeriences Or e 0Cen i being compared to fhe Sweekness of muwsic, Tt v this
Music that con perphaps Conceal the bithrness ang hardships. TR possib|ities
for @ positivt  OU@NR are endlless. "sky" s reprsentation Of heoyens or
God. After  cleath our gul will depart the physical body and sencl o God,
This entourages us to embrace whodekt cliffsculties come our waly “Dewy “1e @
meJru,Phor Hhat Shows us we will never Know what (s afeadh T+ ic cuf Choice +o
freat itos o frend. This is how  Africans are and puf ther tugt in Godl
durir@ good| times and bad imes. |

Structure

The goem s in free vere and ngg particalar Thythm Of rhyme Schem®. Thete i
a lot of omjamlbement.
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