
Tourism ensures the survival of remote 
communities. To what extent is this true 
in your country? 

 

Tourism is one of the fastest-growing industries in India and plays an important role in the country's 

economy. Every year, millions of people travel to different places, including remote villages, hill stations 

and islands. For many people living in these areas, tourism has become an important part of their daily 

lives. Some people believe that tourism is the main reason these communities are able to survive, while 

others think that they need support from other sources as well. 

 

Tourism provides employment opportunities, allowing remote communities to earn a stable income. 

Popular destinations such as Ladakh, Spiti Valley and the Andaman and Nicobar Islands attract 

thousands of domestic and international tourists every year. Local residents work as tour guides, hotel 

staff, taxi drivers, restaurant owners and handicraft sellers. Many families also operate homestays, 

which provide direct income without requiring large investments. These opportunities reduce 

unemployment and improve living standards in areas where agriculture or industry is limited. Therefore, 

tourism plays a vital role in supporting the survival of many remote communities in India. 

 

Tourism encourages governments to improve infrastructure in remote areas. Roads, airports, healthcare 

facilities and internet connectivity have been developed in several tourist destinations to meet the 

needs of visitors. Although these projects are intended to attract more tourists, local residents also 

benefit from better transportation, education and healthcare services. Improved infrastructure allows 

communities to access markets and essential public services more easily. Hence, tourism contributes to 

the long-term development and survival of remote communities. 

 

Tourism cannot always ensure the survival of remote communities because it depends on tourists 

visiting the area. During the COVID-19 pandemic, tourism almost stopped in India. Places like Ladakh, 

Himachal Pradesh and Goa received very few visitors. Hotels, restaurants, shops and transport services 

lost customers, and many local people lost their jobs or earned very little money. This showed that 

communities depending only on tourism faced serious financial problems. They needed other sources of 

income or government support to survive. Therefore, tourism alone cannot ensure the survival of 

remote communities.  
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Tourism may also damage the environment and local culture. Popular hill stations and beaches have 

experienced increasing pollution, traffic congestion, plastic waste and pressure on natural resources due 

to growing tourist numbers. Excessive tourism can damage fragile ecosystems, reduce water availability 

and threaten wildlife. If the environment is harmed, fewer tourists may visit in the future, which will also 

affect the income of local people. Therefore, tourism can also create problems, so it cannot always 

ensure the long-term survival of remote communities. 

 

Tourism has undoubtedly transformed many remote communities in India by creating employment, 

increasing incomes and improving infrastructure. Nevertheless, its benefits are accompanied by 

significant risks, including economic dependence, environmental degradation and cultural change. For 

this reason, I believe tourism contributes greatly to the survival of remote communities, but it cannot 

ensure their future on its own. Sustainable tourism, together with government investment, 

environmental protection and the development of alternative sources of income, is essential if these 

communities are to survive and prosper in the long term. 
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