For Oom Piet

by Finuala Dowling

A Journey of Unexpected Rescue
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Verse: Finuala Dowling .

@ Origins: Born 1962 in Kalk Bay, Cape Town. A
seaside setting that shapes her moody, * . \

g ® =

atmospheric work. 4 o

¢ The Power of Sound: Daughter of radio
broadcasters. Raised to value the cadence of

the human voice. //

#

¢ Late Bloomer: Began her poetry career after
40, offering a perspective of mature /
experience. /)

» The Muse: Her daughter, Beatrice (the / :
‘toddler’), is central to herwork. -
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Decoding the Context 1
For: Indicates a dedication or elegy. Personal and intimate.

Oom: Afrikaans for ‘Uncle.” A term of respect for an older man,
implying a cross-cultural connection beyond blood relations.

Piet: A common, salt-of-the-earth Afrikaans name.
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When [ was least
happy 1n life
my daughter led me
across the road...

Stanza 1: The Crossing

e Litotes: ‘Least happy in life’ is an
understatement for deep depression
or trauma.

¥ #“

e Role Reversal: The innocent child
leads the experienced parent.

e Symbolism: ‘Across the road’
represents the transition from
isolation to community.
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| ﬁ: You spoke to me in the same
s low murmuring tones you

- used for lame horses and

bilious dogs.

£
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Stanza 2: The Sound -
of Sanctuary
e Auditory Imagery: “Low murmuring L
tones” creates Euphony (soothing “

sounds).

e The Comparison: He treats her
damaged spirit with the same patience
used for wounded animals.
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e Direct Speech: “Foeitog"
(Shame/Pity) and “l don't ,-/ -
hope so” (Clumsy translation). /

g __'_"#- Domestic Liturgy: Making
_ / ' teaand wiping the counter
/. /| creates safety.

/
/

e Authenticity: Hisimperfect
English emphasizes his
genuine effort to connect.

e |nsight: “You guessed.” He
understood her pain without

\bei_n/g told.
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Restoring Dignity

You told me | was beautiful,
' In the courtly way of an old man.

e The Compliment: Rebuilds self-esteem during a time of being “least
happy"”. o ¢

 Courtly: Describes an old-fashioned, chivalrous, and polite manner. Ry

* The Distinction: Non-sexual and safe. It frames the relationship as one 03 o
deep respect and platonic love. : T o
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Stanza 3: The Parade

@ o

e Narrative Closure: The toddler’s wish from Stanza 1 is granted.

e Characterization: “Directed by Oom Piet.” He is a conductor of °
nature, bringing order and whimsy to a gloomy day. ‘

e Tone: Humorous, warm, and magical.
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Stanza 4: The Rescue

_as-':: -'.. [ L
but one thing stays: the sense ofa : *
rescue, somehow being saved. s/

e Transience vs. Permanence: People move, but the
emotional impact remains. |
e Sibilance: Repetition of 's' sounds ('Sense, 'Rescue,
'Somehow, 'Saved'). Mimics a sigh of relief or a soothmg whlsper

e The Core Message: Rescue found not in drama, butin - -
| @ . gl
kindness. %
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» o® Anaphora Metaphor Tone Shift g

. . Repetition of ‘You’ in Road = Transition. Melancholy ->
y + . Stanza 2 emphasizes Gates = Barriers. Comforting ->
" Oom Piet’s active Ducks = Nurturing. Grateful.

agency.
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Core Themes

" The Healing Power of Community: We donot ¢« |
heal in 1solat10n (/7
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- IEB Exam Preparation: Thinking Poo

- 1. Diction: How does the word ‘toddler’ contrast with

the speaker’s mindset?
2. Context: Why is the direct speech ('Foeitog’) effective
in characterizing Oom Piet?
3. Symbolism: Discuss the function of the ‘rain’ in

Stanza 3. _
4. Syntax: Explain the soothing effect of sibilanceinthe &7

final line.
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e are rescued not by grand gesture
but by low murmuring tones.
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