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® Irish novelist and short-story writer,
born in Dublin in 1882.

@ Although he lived much of his adult life
_ 2l in continental Europe, Dublin remained C
it PO - central to his writing.

.'-IT e . -ud
e He was an important figure in the S
development of twentieth-century
modernist literature.
® “Eveline” appears in his short-story 4
collection “Dubliners”.
e His best-known novel is “Ulysses”. ¢
@ He died in 1941.

Eveline is a young Dublin woman who sits at a window
remembering her childhood and considering a life-changing
decision. She plans to leave her difficult home and sail u%; ;
Buenos Aires with Frank, a kind sailor who promises marriage
love and a new life. At home she faces hard work, financial
responsibility and fear of her violent father, yet she also feels
bound by familiar memories and a promise made to her dying

¥ mother. At the harbour, fear and duty overwhelm her. Eveline

freezes, cannot board the ship and allows Frank to leave
without her.

KEY CONTEXT: * POINT OF VIEW:

The story is set in early-twentieth-century -
Dublin, Ireland. Many Irish people emigrated g:dﬂ.-leme mdh_ﬁmir:'?m
MR to seek better opportunities, while young AT RO -
& women ofter faced strong family, religious thoughts, memories and feelings.
* and social expectations. ") :
W :
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LOT SUMMARY &

EXPOSITION

Eveline sits at a window as evening falls. Tired and
" surrounded by familiar objects, she remembers her
childhood, her dead mother and the changes in her
Dublin neighbourhood.

HER DIFFICULT LIFE

She works at the Stores, gives her wages to her father, p;?,.
manages the home and cares for two younger children. dreams (A

She fears her father’s threats and violence. v
/ ' BUENOS AIRES
. N\ >y BRIGHTER m'uonm' HOPE OF ESCAPE b

%s Frank, a kind sailor, promises to marry Eveline and take ~ fife O
B her to Buenos Aires. She imagines respect, loveanda  ;; possi®”
safer new life, but her father forbids the relationship. v

= |
4 r "m"! STAR LINE l

o e il
A . Al - £
j §. pUENOD i

INNER CONFLICT e 10
Eveline weighs both sides: the suffering of home against  J;es

its shelter, familiarity and memories. A street organ = hearl:
v

reminds her of her promise to keep the family together. -

CLIMAX AT THE HARBOUR !

At the North Wall, the ship is ready to leave. Eveline prays
for guidance, but the sea and unknown future fill her with 5 ‘,;-
terror. She grips the iron railing and cannot follow Frank. ¥ A

RESOLUTION Ap
Frank boards the ship without her. Eveline remains ﬂ;m&
motionless, and the face shows no love, farewell or Ghe stagt - (O
recognition. Fear and duty have paralysed her. v

PLOT MOVEMENT: "' TURNING POINT:

P 0d At the harbour, Eveline chooses the
Memory 5 Hope > Doubt 3 Fear 5 Paralysis > Lost familiar suffering of home over the
- ORI uncertain promise of escape.
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£ €D EVELINE

A young Dublin woman, over nineteen, who works A h'k
and carries the responsibility of her home. She longs pelwee”
o
and
ity
v

for escape with Frank but is bound by fear, memory
and duty. At the harbour she becomes emotionally

paralysed. -
HARDWORKING * DUTIFUL ¢ FEARFUL ¢ INDECISIVE
FRANK |
A kind, manly and open-hearted sflor, He entertains ‘!w? il g
Eveline with stories of distant places and offers i finder
marriage and a new life in Buenos Aires. W,wr
KIND » ADVENTUROUS » HOPEFUL v
O
EVELINE'S FATHER
A controlling and threatening man who takes Eveline’s A harder
wages and quarrels about money. He forbids her side of
relationship with Frank, although he occasionally home-
shows kindness. v O)
VIOLENT  CONTROLLING * UNPREDICTABLE
EVELINE’'S MOTHER -

She is dead before the story begins. Her life of sacrifice - '
and suffering becomes a warning to Eveline, yet mef,
Eveline’s promise to keep the family together also

prevents her escape.
SACRIFICING ¢ SUFFERING ¢ INFLUENTIAL

p\_ﬂ—ﬂ SUPPORTING CHARACI’ERS —_—N

" The two younger

. hildren
Eveline’s favourite Eveline's unpleasant ¢ o
brother; his death supervisor at ?ependl:l veline
.. leaves her without the Stores. :nd mc::e schooling

protection.

CHARACTER CONTRAST:
Frank represents movement and a new future; Hopeful anxious
Eveline's father and her mother’s memory dreamer > decision-maker >  observer

pull her back toward home and duty. v
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THE FAMILY HOME

{ The dusty room offers &
shelter and familiarity,

' but it also represents hard
work, fear, responsibility

and the unhappy life of
Eveline's mother.

ODUBLIN[RELAND

The story is set in early-

& twentieth-century Dublin.
The familiar streets are
linked to Eveline's childhood
memories, family history

~ and limited opportunities.

The harbour is the final

boundary between staying (O
in Dublin and sailing to

Buenos Aires. Here Eveline's
fear becomes paralysis.

Eveline works under the
1§ unpleasant Miss Gavan.
® Her job adds to her
exhaustion and makes
escape seem attractive.

Eveline is torn between her  Eveline fears her threatening Her promise to her dylng Memories and familiar
desire for freedom and her  father, who controls money ~ mother and her responsibility ~ objects pull Eveline toward

fear of the unknown. Thisis  and forbids her relationship  for the younger children home, while Frank and
the story’s central conflict. ~ with Frank. make her feel guilty about Buenos Aires represent
leaving, change and possibility.
THE WINDOW: CENTRAL CONFLICT:
Eveline can see the world outside, 395 Eveline's hope for a new life struggles
bulsheremamsmgde—obsemng p oy :
ie instead of acting, : against fear, m:nory and duty. il e
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PROTAGONIST

The story is named after
Eveline because every event

The main action happens 1O
inside Eveline’s mind as she

is filtered through her weighs the familiar past
thoughts, memories, fears against an uncertain
and final decision. future.

[DENTITY & CHOICE | ‘ oANonnmmmE
B

The title makes us focuson ~ Memory - ' Using only her name

Eveline as an individual, _The Past ' Change suggests that Eveline

yet family duty and fear g represents many ordinary O
prevent her from choosmg - people who dream of change

a life for herself. T?w simple title places Eveline — and her sm:gg!e

1 but feel unable to act.
' to control her own :'n"e — at the centre of the story. V!

.Y IMPORTANT SYMBOLS v

THE WINDOW 9 DUST & DUSTY CRETONNE 9 THE STREET ORGAN
| "',T,m : d ' K

4
I ‘i‘-_

4
!

]

She watches the outside The dust suggests negleci

Its music recalls her mother’
world while remaining inside. stagnation and a life that suffn:;sr:; meline's Y
It symbolises separation, has remained unchanged promise to keep the family
paﬁmty and her inability for too long. together.

to act

" THE IRON RAILING

3 - - _‘" T - - '-
It first suggests freedom and

r S '
travel, but at the harbour it escape and the new life ﬁ‘;m E!;%S;L:te;h:tmﬁour
becomes frighlening and Eveline loses when she of pr' ese ity prison
seems likely to ‘drown’ her. fails to board. » memory .

It symbolises movement,

."“ _. _ Evelmes teslohmhwm-@&smmBuemAum—'m' "__’51
‘ ' ,I'[.IIIEM.ESSAGE o it is the fear within her. ' J

BB Y Ueias s e stris 9, —q_B—g |
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STORIES |

ALwAYs |
.Y .

EXAMPLE:
“She sat at the window “The odour of dusty cretonne”
watching the evening and footsteps “clacking”
invade the avenue.” and “crunching”.

EFFECT:
The smells and sounds make the °
: Dublin setting vivid and show
& | how strongly Eveline is attached §
)| to familiar details. ]

EFFECT:

Evening is given the human

ability to invade. This creates
a dark, threatening atmosphere *
and suggests that time is closing §
in on Eveline. '

EXAMPLE: EXAMPLE:
“A bell clanged upon “No! No! No!”
her heart.” .

EFFECT:

The repeated exclamation

emphasises Eveline’s panic,

. desperation and complete &
refusal to board the ship.

EFFECT:
The imagined bell represents
a sudden shock of fear and

emotional alarm as Eveline
faces the final decision.

EXAMPLE: EXAMPLE:

“Her eyes gave him no sign of “Her time was running out
love or farewell or recognition” but she continued to sit by
and she is described as the window.”

“passive, like a helpless animal”. '

EFFECT: EFFECT:

8 | Her delay predictsthat she will e
| fail to act and lose the opportunity - )
to leave with Frank.

The comparison shows that fear
has removed her ability to act
or communicate, leaving her

b The familiar, restrictive Dublin home is contrasted with the unknown
* but hopeful life in Buenos Aires. This sharpens Eveline’s inner conflict. .3

' EXAM FORMULA_ [dentlfy the device + quute the example + explain its effect in context.

| 95— : —————
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4 ,. EVELINE L

TONE & MOOD g

' MOOD thefeehngcreated mthereader J
¥ MOOD v~

REFLECTIVE 1
LR }
The narration follows Eveline remembers
Eveline as she looks back childhood games, her
on childhood, family life, dead mother and a
Frank and the choices neighbourhood that
before her. | has changed.

| .loycrgj;reseuis Eveline as Frank’s kindness and the y
young woman imagined life in Buenos Aires
carrying adu offer love, respectand ‘8
responsibilities and living escape.
' under her father’s control. |
9 MELANCHOLIC |
LR _
Memories of death, change, At the harbour, the crowd
lost happiness and her sways, the ship whistles
mother’s suffering create and the sea seems ready
a deeply sad tone. to drown her.

As departure approaches, Eveline remains frozen
references to time, bells, as Frank leaves. Her
crowds, the ship and expression shows no love,
Frank’s calls increase farewell or recognition.

| the pressure.

- Name the tone o mood then support it with Evehne s memones.
L ' EXAM TIP: thoughts, actlons or the setting.
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CHOICES '
FREEDOM
BELONGING "

A BETTER LIFE ' (i

“Everything changes. “She had consented to
Now she was going to g | go away, to leave her home.
away like the others, Was that wise?”

leave her home.”

Narrator through Eveline's
thoughts - ¥
| Eveline ises that change . The rhetorical question reveal
MEANING: ;¢ unavoidable and initially MEANING: her uncertaintc;' and begins tl?e
believes she will also move forward. X struggle between escape and security.
J

“She wanted to live. “Escape! Sh !
should she be unhap w%w e St Sy
She had a ﬂ’ght tO "ilc-‘ I:I' [

mm Evelmebmﬂydaimshernght

Frank would save her.”

3 f Narrator through Eveline's
3 VOICE: el gh

m The exclamations show

[ ,j;cnmca » DOUBT ® HAPPINESS © ESCAPE » FEAR * PARALYSIS |
EXAM T]P 1 Introduce the quote, place it in context and explain el
. what it reveals ahout Evelme ora theme '-

" tolove, freedom and a better futwre. | o e et |
\w QUOTATION w QUOTATION
“All the seas of the world T tiSI™% “Her eyes gave him no sign
tumbled about her heart. . of love or farewellor
He would drown her.” | recognition.” |
m.;“mﬂ“““"** M st
L muovemhelmhur  cannot act, omnnnectmﬂllek
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CHOICES

FREEDOM
BELONGING
A BETTER LIFE

A strong, heavy cotton

fabric often used for
curtains or furniture.

A small piece of partly =24
burnt coal or wood. ~ #:5%

A small keyboard instrument
that produces sound when

air is pumped through it.

m PALPITATIONS

A noticeably fast, strong or
heartbeat, often
caused by fear or anxiety.

OFTF ./,

A no?{largument about ’
something unimportant
or minor. R

| intention of marriage.

8
relationship with the

Showing strong, sincere §
and passionate feeling.

QUAY —a
where ships load and unload.

strong platform beside water 4

EMIGRA']'ION ieevmgones
- l countrytosettlemanoﬂwr

% (CAN YOU USE IT?] 0o Mmemmmmmmmj v

"\—Q/.

S
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e NSC-STYLE E REVISION ACTWITY
]l:?ﬁdb?reyzhu:ﬂ mext;a:t 1::oar]:"n;ctfl)ransianwﬁl-u{:eLL Mm;r?ttnwctj:ﬁm required.

\BETTER LiFe | e

p
: “ Frank seized her hand. - .
‘Come!’
) Al the seas of the world tumbled about her heart. He would drown her. Her hands
clutched the iron in frenzy. -
9 ‘No! No! No!’

5\
)

i Her eyes gave him no sign of love or farewell or recognition. ,’

.

m Where does this scene take place? (1)

Where does Frank plan to take Eveline?
A Melbourne

B London
C Buenos Aires
D Canada
[dentify the man who calls Eveline to board the ship.
Give TWO reasons why Eveline originally wanted to leave home.

% State ONE character trait shown by Eveline when she clutches the iron railing.

Support your answer.

Explain the meaning and effect of the metaphor, “All the seas of the world tumbled
about her heart.”

(WAl What does the iron railing symbolise in the story?

%m Explain the irony in the ending of the story.

m Discuss why the title “Eveline” is suitable. Refer to the story in your answer.

m Eveline is responsible for losing her opportunity for a new life. Do you agree?
Substantiate your answer. 2 4

g REMEMBER mmmmmmmcmfmswmmmmmmmj

RV 1074118 Vo o) B
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1. FORBIDDEN LOVE - co e Q@)

V] WHAT? The story focuses on love that is restricted
by society. The characters’ feelings clash with the

expectations, prejudices and rules of society. "

2. REJECTION - Mariama Ba "

. WHAT? The story explores the emotional consequences
of rejection in a relationship and its effect on a
person’s dignity, identity and self-worth.

* THEMES: Forbidden love; prejudice; discrimination;
love vs society; sacrifice; human dignity.

¥y THEMES: Rejection; women and society; gender A )
b

inequality; self-respect; relationships; independence.

CONFLICT: Relationship conflict and the emotional
pain of rejection. Also, internal conflict - the
charocter must decide how to respond.

B TITLE SIGNIFICANCE: The title captures the central
experience - being unwanted or pushed aside.

-w— MESSAGE: Rejection can hurt deeply, but a person's
worth should not depend on whether another
person accepts them.

v —_
4. A BAG OF SWEETS - Agnes Sam

} CONFLICT: Individual vs society. Their love is not
accepted because of social divisions.

p TITLE SIGNIFICANCE: “Forbidden” means not allowed.
The love is considered unacceptable or prohibited
by society.

- EXAM TIP: Don't just say "their love is forbidden”
Explain WHY and by WHOM it is forbidden.

ﬁ—&/’r\u—}

3. EVEL'NE — James Joyce

——R_® 44— Q0 &

{.@

‘ WHO? Eveline, a young woman in Dublin, Ireland.

Q) WHAT? She has a chance to escape her difficult life
with Frank and start a new life, but she cannot
bring herself to leave.

* THEMES: Fear of change; family responsibility;
escape; freedom; duty; memory; paralysis;

past vs future. oy
f CONFLICT: Eveline vs herself. She wants change }'ff
but is afraid to leave everything familiar behind. -
THE BIG MOMENT: At the end, she should leave
with Frank, but she becomes emotionally “paralysed”

% THEMES: Childhood; identity; belonging; racial

p SYMBOLISM: The sweets represent more than just

WHAT? The story focuses on childhood experiences
while exposing issues of identity, race, belonging
ond discrimination. The "bag of sweets” has
deeper meaning,

prejudice; family; discrimination.

candy - they reveal relationships, society and the
prejudice in it. An innocent childhood experience
exposes. discrimination.

- she cannot go. 'g EXAM TIP: When asked about symbolism, use this
£ TITLE: The simple title "Eveline” focuses on her thoughts, formula: OBJECT — WHAT IT REPRESENTS —

memories, fears and decision. CONNECTION TO STORY.

5. CLASS ACT - Namhia Tshisana ” 6. THE WIND AND THE BOY - Bessie Head
Q WHAT? The story deals with identity, social class,

WHAT? The story explores the life of a boy in an
appearances and how people behave towards others. 4 i

African community and the relationship between
It challenges us to question how easily people people, tradition, community and change.
Judge others.

ﬁ THEMES: Appearance vs reality; social class; identity;
judgement, human relationships; personal growth.

£ TITLE SIGNIFICANCE: “Class” can mean: a school
class / social class / behaving with dignity.
“Act” can mean: pretending / behaviour /
presenting yourself in a certain way.

g EXAM TIP: Discuss the DOUBLE MEANING of the titl
for full marks.

0 _® 4¢—— &
> 2 _® 4— & b — & ¢—Q _&

t

youth; nature; loss; change and its consequences;
community relationships.

&> SYMBOLISM OF THE WIND: More than part of the
setting. It creates mood, atmosphere, tension,
foreshadowing and shows the relationship between
humans and nature.

? FORESHADOWING: Clues in the story that suggest
something may happen later.

-2 P og—02 b 9o~ P {40 b o0 b -0 »?
B P ARETY Lk ? 8. THE GIRL WHO CAN - Ama o Ao

OF ADVERSITY - Kedibone Seku
B TITLE MEANING: Triumph = victory / success ‘¥ & WHO? Adjoa, a young giel in Ghana.
@ WHAT? Adjoa's thin legs are criticised by her

Adversity = hardship, difficulty, suffering @
Triumph in the face of adversity = Achieving -\Tj" etk e

9"‘"""“"“"' i believes a woman's
body should prepare her for childbirth and

success despite serious difficulties. \ ’
WHAT? The s ises resilience and i
. tory emphasi perseverance. s il i
BUT THEN... Adjoa’s thin legs become a source

The character experiences challenges but does not
of strength and achievement through running.

let them determine the outcome of their life.
* THEMES: Perseverance; triumph; adversity; hope;

* THEMES: Female identity; gender expectations;
empowerment; tradition vs modern thinking;

determination; overcoming obstacles; courage.
TITLE SIGNIFICANCE: Adversity — Struggle —+ Response —

p 1 sterectypes; growing up; ability and achievement.

£ TITLE SIGNIFICANCE: The title emphasises ability.

Triumph (hardship — obstacles —» perseverance —
overcome — success).

0. i . focus on what Adjoa cannot do, but
MESSAGE: Your circumstances may make your journay People o

g difficult, but perseverance can help you overcome. she proves SHE CAN. Her abilities challenge
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