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Structure Key features / function 

Trachea Main airway; supported by cartilage to prevent collapse 

Bronchi Two branches from trachea; carry air into each lung; contain cartilage and 
smooth muscle 

Bronchioles Smaller branches of bronchi; contain smooth muscle to regulate airflow 

Alveoli Tiny air sacs; main site of gas exchange 

Capillary network Dense network surrounding alveoli; carries blood for gas exchange 
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