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‘

He may not be granted bail unless the court is satisfied

that there is no significant risk of his committing an

offence on bail (whether subject to conditions or not).’
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» having someone informed of the arrest

» being told that independent free legal advice is available and being allowed to 

consult privately with a solicitor

» being allowed to consult the Code of Practice.
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An intimate search is defined as ‘a search which consists of the physical examination of a 

person’s body orifices other than the mouth’.
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There are different rules for intimate samples. These are defined as:

(a) a sample of blood, semen or any other tissue fluid,

urine or pubic hair

(b) a dental impression

(c) a swab taken from any part of a person’s genitals or

from a person’s body orifice other than the mouth.

‘You do not have to say anything. But it may harm your defence if you do not mention 

when questioned something which you later rely on in court. Anything you do say may be 

given in evidence.’
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»

intellectual capacity

personal qualities, including integrity, independence of mind, sound judgement, 

decisiveness, objectivity and willingness to learn

ability to understand and deal fairly

authority and communication skills

efficiency
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The three arms of the state identified by Montesquieu are as follows:

1 The legislature: the law-making arm of the state; in the UK, this is Parliament

2 The executive: the body administering the law; in the UK, this is the government

3 The judiciary: the judges who apply the law.ed
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Judges aren’t always consciously biased

Their background, social circles, and training influence their thinking

This can affect their ability to make fair and accurate judgments
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»

conveyancing (the legal side of buying and selling flats, houses, office buildings and land)

the making of wills

consumer problems

business matters

personal injury

family matters.
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» exclude a person from membership of the institute

» reprimand or warn the member

» order the legal executive to pay a fine and costs.
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It can order a legal professional to:

» apologise to the client

» give back any documents the client might need

» put things right if more work can correct what went wrong

» refund or reduce any legal fees paid

» pay compensation of up to £30 000.
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» Lay magistrates must be aged between 18 and 65 on appointment and have to retire at 

70.

» Lay magistrates are expected to live or work within or near to the local justice area to 

which they are allocated.

» Lay magistrates must be prepared to commit themselves to sitting at least 26 half-days 

each year.
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New magistrates must:

» attend introductory training so that they understand the organisation of the bench, the 

administration of the court and the roles and responsibilities of those involved in 

Magistrates’ Courts

» attend training on the key skills, knowledge and understanding required of magistrates

» attend court and observe experienced magistrates in action

» visit establishments, such as a prison or a probation office.
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» aged between 18 and 75 inclusive

» registered as a parliamentary or local government elector

» ordinarily resident in the UK, the Channel Islands or the Isle of Man for at least five years 

since their thirteenth birthday.

In addition, the person must not be:

» a mentally disordered person, or

» disqualified from jury service.
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» imprisonment for life, detention for life or custody for life

» detention during Her Majesty’s Pleasure or during the Pleasure of the Secretary of State

» imprisonment for public protection or detention for public protection

» an extended sentence

» a term of imprisonment of five years or more

» a term of detention of five years or more

» those who have at any time in the last ten years served a sentence of imprisonment

» those who have at any time in the last ten years had a suspended sentence passed on 

them

» those who have at any time in the last ten years had a community order or other 

community sentence passed on them
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This prompted the Lord Chief Justice, Lord Woolf, to issue observations to judges who are 

called for jury service. These point out the following:

» A judge serves on a jury as part of their duty as a private citizen.

» Excusal from jury service will only be granted in extreme circumstances.

» Deferral of jury service to a later date should be sought where a judge has judicial 

commitments that make it particularly inconvenient for them to do jury service at the time 

they were called to do so.

» At court, if a judge knows the presiding judge or other person in the case, they should 

raise this with the jury bailiff or a member of the court staff if they consider it could interfere 

with their responsibilities as a juror.

» It is a matter of discretion for an individual judge sitting as a juror as to whether they 

disclose the fact of their judicial office to the other members of the jury.

» Judges must follow the directions given to the jury by the trial judge on the law and 

should avoid the temptation to correct guidance that they believe to be inaccurate, as this 

is outside their role as a juror.
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» Vetting should only be used in exceptional cases involving national security, where part 

of the evidence is likely to be given on camera (in secret), such as in terrorism cases.

» Vetting can only be carried out with the Attorney-General’s express permission.
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